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3e. Pesticide illness & injury 
Health care providers in 
Santa Cruz County must 
notify the County 
Agricultural Commissioner 
when they encounter any 
significant illness or injury 
caused by pesticides.   

Why the  
Ag Commissioner? 
The Agricultural Commissioner has 
been deputized by the County Health 
Officer to receive and act on reports 
of people hurt by agricultural 
chemicals on the farm, at home, or 
on the roadside.   

Upon receipt of your timely report, 
the Commissioner will immediately 
investigate and take action to prevent 
further damage from the exposure.  
That’s good for both public health and 
environmental health. 

 

 

 

 

 

In all cases, phone 
within 1 working day 
! (831) 763-8080  
if you diagnose or suspect 
significant illness or injury caused 
by pesticides.   

Do not mail or fax your 
Pesticide Illness Report   
Make the phonecall.  A representative 
from the Ag Commissioner will come 
and take your report in person.   

What do I do if exposure 
occurred in a neighboring 
county? 
Contact the County Health Officer in 
that county:   

Monterey County  (831) 759-7325 

Santa Clara County  (408) 918-4600 

San Mateo County  (650) 363-4700 

San Benito County  (831) 637-534 

 

 

 

 

 

For occupational 
incidents within  
Santa Cruz County 
In addition to the immediate pesticide 
illness phonecall, complete a Doctor’s 
First Report of Occupational Injury or 
Illness form when the incident is 
occupational.   

Mail or fax it within 1 week to:  

" Ag Commissioner 
175 Westridge Drive 
Watsonville, CA  95076 

! (831) 763-8255 fax  

Not First Aid 
Treatment for pesticide related illness 
or injury is not considered first aid, and 
is therefore reportable under Worker’s 
Comp laws.   

Failure to report pesticide related 
illnesses is punishable by a fine of $250 
for each unreported case. 

 

Thumbnail of Pesticide Illness Report on 
the next page.  Use this State form to 
report illness or injury caused by 
pesticides.   

 
 

 

 

 




