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County of Santa Cruz

HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY
Emergency Medical Services
1800 Green Hills Rd., Suite 240, Scotts Valley, CA 95066
Phone:(831) 454-4120       TDD/TTY:  Call 711

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMISSION

MINUTES

June 17, 2024 9:00am – 10:18am

COMMISSIONERS:
	X
	Ron Prince, M. Koenig, Dist. 1
	
	Chris Clark, Law Enforcement

	X
	Celia Barry, Z. Friend, Dist. 2 – CO-CHAIR
	X
	Jason Nee, Fire Chief’s Assoc. – CO-CHAIR

	X
	Dr. Marcus Kwan, J. Cummings, Dist. 3
	X
	Eric Conrad, Dominican Hospital

	
	Open Position, F. Hernandez, Dist. 4
	
	Open Position, Watsonville Hospital

	
	Dr. Arnold Leff, B. McPherson, Dist. 5
	X
	Jeremy Boston, AMR

	X
	Dr. Marc Yellin, Medical Society
	
	Open Position, Consumer Rep.

	
	Samantha Moeller, Field Rep.
	
	


X = in person attendance

R = remote attendance

COUNTY STAFF:
	X
	Greg Benson, EMS Director
	X
	Dr. David Ghilarducci, Medical Director

	X
	Claudia Garza, Sr. Dept. Admin. Analyst
	X
	Shelley Huxtable, Office Assistant III

	X
	Emily Chung, Director of Public Health
	
	

	
	
	
	


ITEM:  

1.  Meeting was called to order at 9:00am and a Quorum was established by    Commissioner Nee.
2.  Review/Correct Agenda – Approved, motion made by Commissioner Yellin, Seconded by Commissioner Barry.
3.  Written Correspondence – None
4.  Oral Communications – None.
5.  Welcome EMCC’s newest commissions, Ron Prince representing District 1 and Samantha Moeller the new Field Representative (Greg Benson) – Commissioner Prince is a former fire chief/firefighter.  Samantha Moeller was unable to attend today’s meeting. 
6.  Resignation of Marcus Kwan, Commissioner representing District 3 (Greg Benson) Commissioner Kwan resigned prior to this meeting.  He was thanked in absentia for his service of many years on the commission.
7.  Wall Times (Greg Benson) AB716 calls for 30 minutes from arrival to nurse sign off, with a goal of 90%.  Both of our hospitals are doing well.  The State has not started enforcing this yet, still working on reporting.  Commissioner Yellin asked to define arriving at the ED because there can be a lot of variables when hitting the arrival button.  Arrival is defined as stop movement at ED.  Dr Ghilarducci said it would be good for hospitals to have spare gurney to offload patients to free up the rig during crisis mode, what patients would be appropriate to release to the waiting room?  Paul Angelo said more notice of incoming during busy times.  Nurse signature stops the clock.  Commissioner Boston said names should be required, not just a signature scribble.  Commissioner Conrad suggested a discharge lounge where hospitals can create areas to offload and assess patients before admission.
7.  Program Updates:
A.  Covid-19/Flu/RSV Update and Prehospital Advisory Committee Updates, Dr. David Ghilarducci – Covid – currently not a lot of testing.  Seasonal illnesses are the norm right now.  We have vaccines for RSV an flu, which are great options to help avoid getting these illnesses.

Shigella outbreak in the unhoused population has ended.

Syphilis outbreak in South County has ended.

Commissioner Yellin asked about measles – some schools not requiring immunization.  If it hits, it could be a big issue.  
B.  EMS Administrator Report, Greg Benson – EMS was supporting the outbreaks in the community.
2023 contract compliance is 1 month out.  

Handtevy is has been introduced to the providers, so far so good.  

Fire agencies would like Lucas devices on more engines, which is in the works.

First Watch compliance data is not being used to the fullest extent.  Discussions with SCHIO, Chiefs are interested.  Must be data-driven.

Active Shooter Training in July, ordering new devices for a more realistic training.

MRSE exercise for hospitals next month will be a simulated 20% surge hitting hospitals to see how they would handle a real surge.

C.  ET3 and Innovator Report, Jeremy Boston – ET3 to be removed from agenda, this program has ended.
New Innovator has been hired, Jessica Seaton and we are working with bring her up to speed.

Interviewing next week for Brad Cramer replacement, who has left AMR Santa Cruz for a position nationally with AMR.
D.  Behavioral Health Update, Dr. Marc Yellin – To be removed from agenda due to Dr. Yellin’s retirement.
8.  Proposed Agenda Items for next EMCC meeting – 
Wall times.
9. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 10:23am.

