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1. Sit down with your family and make a step-by-step 
plan for escaping from your home during a fire. Draw 
a diagram of your home.  

 
2. Plan two ways out of every room, especially the 

bedrooms 
 

3. Make sure everyone can unlock all locks and open all 
windows and doors quickly  

 
4. Ensure that safety bars contain the proper device so 

that in an emergency, they may be easily unlocked 
 

5. If you must escape from a second-story window, be 
sure you have a safe way to reach the ground. Make 
special arrangements for small children and people 
with disabilities. 

 
 
For more information to help you prepare for fires, visit:  
http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/wildfires.html  
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For more information on building emergency plans for 
people with disabilities, visit: 
http://www.ready.gov/america/getakit/disabled.html  
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For more information to help you prepare for flood hazards, 
visit: http://www.ready.gov/america/beinformed/floods.html  
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If you have children attending school in Santa Cruz 
County, it is important that you obtain a copy of the 
school’s disaster plan and include it in your Family 
Emergency Plan. The most common school disasters 
include fires, earthquakes, crimes, bomb threats, and 
severe weather. The school’s disaster plan should 
answer the following questions: 
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TIP: In an emergency, do not call the school or your child directly. Rely on 
official communications from school and public safety officials. These will be made 
through KSCO radio (1080 AM), in Spanish on Estereo Sol (99.1 FM), or through 
school websites. 
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For more information on preparedness and for 
assistance making an emergency plan, visit:  
 
http://www.ready.gov/america/makeaplan/index.html  
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More information on storing water and food is 
available free of charge at: 

 
http://www.ready.gov/america/getakit/index.html
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Most disaster shelters cannot accept pets because of 
health and safety regulations. Service animals for 

people with disabilities are an exception. In a large-
scale disaster, the Santa Cruz County Animal Services 

Authority will work to set up animal shelters in close 
proximity to “human” shelters in areas where the 

evacuation of neighborhood residents is necessary. 
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Identification microchips are highly recommended for all pets. Contact 
your veterinarian for more information on microchipping services. 



 
 
 
 
The County of Santa Cruz has an 
Emergency Response Program 
that includes animal control 
officers and volunteers trained to 
deal with large animals during an 
emergency.  
 
 
If your property is under a 
mandatory or advisory evacuation 
order, call the Santa Cruz County 
Animal Services Authority at 831-
454-7303 #1.  
 
 
If they are not available, call 911 
to activate the Santa Cruz County 
Equine Evacuation Unit.  
 
 
Visit www.equineevac.org for 
more information on equine 
evacuation. 
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